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CASAdelDRAGON is an artist residence since more than ten years, 
a place to exhibit and perform, a think tank and social 
environment and part of UNIIE (the free university of informal 
education). 
 
CASAdelDRAGON is based in Cervera del Maestre in Castellon, 
Spain. Originally build in 13th century the old stone house was 
reconstructed as a social space between 1987 and 2007 by hands 
of more than 150 friends and visitors of its founder Juan Petry, a 
contemporary artist living in Germany and Spain. 
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 Short overview 

Goals 

The main goal of the social sculpture CASAdelDRAGON is to 
establish and maintain a social space for personal happiness. 
 

 
 
Equal if somebody join the movement for a short or long period, 
equal if because of studies or lectures, equal if because of 
participating or performing. In one moment we are learning, in 
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another we are sharing knowledge. 
 
Also CASAdelDRAGON is an environment for creative team 
building. 
 

 
 
A lot of times randomly formed groups of creative individuals 
explored new ideas and developed new projects. In its 
manifestations these projects become entities of culture, 
education, science. 
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CASAdelDRAGON and its visitors are influenced by contemporary 
phenomena and therefor involved in a lot of different kinds of 
activities. 
 
Part of the UNIIE campus is a vegetable garden with different 
raised beds by using different strategies to establish high quality 
soil and reactivate the power of permacultured environments. 
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CASAdelDRAGON contributes to the fundamental question behind 
in these contemporary times asked by the founder Juan Petry: 
“What is your “we”?” 
 
As published and titled in a world bestseller a few years ago we 
are social animals. To get free of fear and to be able to donate 
without expectations we like to form a social environment in with 
it becomes normal to donate in a group (of people sharing same 
values) and receiving from members of this group. 
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Tools 

The most important tools to maintain the project are the social 
 

 
 
spaces like living rooms, kitchens, terraces, patios, gardens and 
meditation areas in with long and short term visitors can interact 
and can find also their silent places. 
 
Having breakfast, lunch and dinner together is a social event to 
organise daily life, to share ideas and obligations and to solve 
problems in an smart environment. 
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In the residency there are 11 sleeping places available, 2 are 
available in caravans in the garden area. 
 
Between the CASAdelDRAGON and the garden plots is a distance of 
1,2 km. 
 
The garden plots are located in a smart valley, a little bit 
protected from strong winds. They support a lot of tends in the 
summer under big carob trees which are able to spend enough 
schadow. 
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The resources of the CASAdelDRAGON allows to maintain groups 
up to 50 people (cooking, serving), together with an open kitchen 
in the garden we can welcome even bigger groups. 
 
The surface of the art camp allows up to 100 guests with vans or 
tends. 
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Resources are available for land art, sculpturing, pottery, sew, 
paper works, drawing, painting and a lot of other creative fields. 
Linked to science CASAdelDRAGON is also involved in projects like 
permaculture, aquaponics, forest gardening, bee keeping and 
sustainable strategies and methods in agriculture like terra preta. 
 
We are working together with local and foreign schools and we are 
involved in teaching programs of universities. 
 
We like to expand the possibilities of informal education on our 
campus and offer workshops – like alternative gardening, 
aquaponics, bee keeping, eco-printing, education, theatre, 
cooking and much more... 
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In the field of anthropology and sociology CASAdelDRAGON emits 
since years a blue print for people interested in alternative 
designs for team-, clan- and society building. 
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Offers 

CASAdelDRAGON welcome more than 200 guests each year (from 
day visitors up to long term guests over month). 
 
It hosts people from 1 to 99 years, 12 months a year. 
 
The sea in front – only 14 km far from CASAdelDRAGON – and a 
national protected area “Sierra de Irta” -  only 20 km far from 
CASAdelDRAGON or one of the biggest oak tree valleys, lakes and 
famous touristic hotspots very close our guests have a lot of 
opportunities to discover the beuatiy of the region, of spain and of 
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an important part of Europe and European history. 
 

 
 
One group of visitors are guests of an opening, a performance, a 
stage play or a music event. Another group comes on their way to 
learn about gardening, agriculture or bio construction as willing 
workers on organic farms (WWOOFing). 
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Some guests are interested in developing artistic techniques like 
drawing, painting, sculpturing or sewing – or a dance 
performance. 
 
Some people are searching for their right community and 
alternative living environment. 
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And some visitors want a retreat or are writing their thesis or a 
book. 

Team 

The team – in this case the “we” of CASAdelDRAGON is the unique 
ever changing mix of individuals who intend to spend some time 
together at this social space. 
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In case of workshops and activities of the free University UNIIE 
there are specific trainers and teachers. ”You never know what’s 
going on there…” is a good expression to catch the reality of this 
team. But you could be sure, its driven by passion and heart. 
 
 

Contact 

CASAdelDRAGON is embedded in the activities of familiafeliz, 
which is a decentralized living community with common economy. 
You find some of our activities in posts on www.familiafeliz.eu. 

http://www.familiafeliz.eu/
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Also there is a Facebook page “CasadelDragon” and some other 
links in social media. 
 

 

 
The easiest way is to apply for an overnight or long term visit on 
the website of the community. 

 Special conditions 

Logistic 

CASAdelDRAGON is located in Spain between Barcelona and 
Valencia. 
Distances are from the residency to: Barcelona airport 200 km / 
Valencia airport 180 km / Tarragona Reus airport 131 km / 
Castellon airport 47 km. By bus or train you could reach cities 
nearby: Vinaros 22 km / Benicarlo 15 km. 
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From Madrid there is a daily bus to Vinaros. 

Economy 

CASAdelDRAGON get no public funds or subventions. There are no 
sponsors or rich people behind the scene. 
Therefor we have different offers depending on reason and time. 
Details you find online nearby all application forms on 
www.familiafeliz.eu 
 
We have special arrangements for groups and schools. 

Technology 

On grit 

The dragon house embedded in the village of Cervera del Maestre 
is still on grid but we are on the way to establish methods to 
reduce our ecological food print. We have established a waste 
management to recycle as much as possible. 

Off grit 

All installations on the garden plot, the UNIIE campus, art camp, 
vegetable garden and the wild land area are 100 % off grid and we 
use rain water and solar power to maintain it. 
 
Contact: welcome /at/ familiafeliz.eu 
 
 
 
 

Version of this document is 1.00. 
Please check under https://www.familiafeliz.eu/services/documents/ if  
there is a newer version available (titled handout-artist-residence.pdf). 

http://www.familiafeliz.eu/
https://www.familiafeliz.eu/services/documents/

